
 In 1969 John Baxter gifted a 125-acre tract of land on 
Pleasant Point in Topsham to the State.  The land is now the 
Beatrice B. Baxter Memorial Forest, named in honor of his wife.
 Governor Percival Baxter, John’s uncle, had donated the 
land that would become Baxter State Park under the stipulation 
that it remain “forever wild”. John Baxter had a different vision; 
he donated his forestland with the intent that it be managed by 
the State for high quality timber and be used to demonstrate 
exemplary forest management. The Sappi Forestry team is 
helping manage the land to meet John Baxter’s wishes.
 In January 2018 Sappi Forestry team members, Paul 
Larrivee and Nate Gould, oversaw a timber harvest of the forest, 
working in cooperation with foresters from the Maine Bureau 
of Public Lands. Nate praised the Public Lands crew, and said 
“This is a fun job, with a wealth of knowledge coming together.”
 The forest is in a shoreland protection zone, with 1,260 feet 
of river frontage on the Muddy River and Merrymeeting Bay. 
Slightly over 20% of the lot is open wetland or hardwood swamp 
with poorly drained soils. The land supports many species of 
wildlife, with heavy deer use. The forest is open to hunting in 
season and informal trails are used by abutting landowners. 
 The harvest plan calls for maintaining visual integrity from 
the river and avoiding soil disturbance to protect water quality 
and the ancient artifacts. The harvest was designed to enhance 
a multi-aged timber stand, thin the forest to remove mortality, 
improve health, promote the growth of high-value pine and oak, 
and maintain all active den trees and those with high den tree 
potential. The pine recently experienced heavy needle drop, so 
the plan was amended to address needle cast. Trees damaged by 
heavy winds in the fall of 2017 windstorm were also removed.
 Paul and Nate marked most of the wood they cut, but for 
this job, given the lot’s sensitivity, they and the State foresters 
marked ALL of it. The harvesting plan called for all harvests 
to be conducted on frozen ground. Fortunately, January 2018 
proved to be very cold, so this was not a problem. 
 A mature American chestnut is present in one of the stands. 

The American Chestnut Foundation conducted controlled 
pollination on this tree to produce a hybrid American/Chinese 
chestnut that is resistant to chestnut blight. Harvesters are 
being careful to protect its roots and give it space.
 The harvesting was conducted by Chaplin Logging from 
Naples. This family owned business is known for their stellar 
reputation for harvesting with minimal damage to residual trees 
and forest soil and was recently awarded by the Professional 
Logging Contractors as Maine’s Logger of the Year. 
 Neighbors and area residents were generally very 
supportive of the harvest operation. “Communication is the 
key,” according to Nate. “We send letters to abutters and offered 
to be available for questions. That reduces fear and anxiety and 
allows us to showcase the quality forest management that John 
Baxter envisioned when he gifted the land.”
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Sappi Maine Forester: 
Nate Gould

 Nate Gould loves to be in the woods. He started his career as a logger, bought his 
own skidder, and cut wood in the Weld area for five years. A serious injury prompted 
him to rethink his career and get a degree. However, he was torn; Forestry at University 
of Maine or Conservation Law Enforcement at Unity College. Nate chose the latter.
    Nate worked for ten years with the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife, eventually becoming the Assistant Superintendent at the Maine Wildlife 
Park in Gray. He decided to end his pursuit of a game warden position because of his 
wife’s blossoming career and to be there for his young family. Nate instead took a job 
as a scaler at Sappi’s Westbrook mill, where he got to know the logging contractors in 
southern Maine. 
    With a two-year-old son and a two-week-old daughter, Nate began work toward his 
next degree, an MBA from Thomas College. Nate was up at 3:00a.m. to go to work, then 
attended classes, getting home at 11:00 p.m. Sappi covered his tuition; while his wife 
helped by giving the time and support to complete his studies. 
    In October 2016 Nate took the Stumpage Forester position previously held by Lucas 
Lamond, who is now working for Sappi Forestry out of Bangor. Nate, a licensed scaler, 
works under Paul Larrivee while obtaining his forester’s license. That is an eight-year-
long process despite all his experience because Nate did not get his degree in forestry.
     Nate and his wife currently spend most of their free time building their own home in 
Lisbon. Nate’s son shares his father’s passion for the outdoors; he recently completed an 
outdoor survival camp and wants a career in the woods when he grows up.
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Blazing His Own Path
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Exemplary Forest Management 
Fulfills a Legacy



 The American Tree Farm System (ATFS) was founded in 
1941 and is now the oldest and largest forest conservation, 
certification, and advocacy program in the United States. The 
first two Tree Farms were established in Maine in 1952. Today 
there are 2,000 tree farmers in the state. The Tree Farm sign they 
display is a recognition of good forest management.
 A Certified Tree Farm must be at least 10 acres in size and 
managed under a qualified written management plan that meets 
the American Forest Foundation Standards of Sustainability. 
Certified Tree Farmers manage their land for the sustainable 
production of timber and other forest products, while recognizing 
the importance of water, wildlife, and recreational opportunities.
 Sappi was the largest contributor to the Maine Tree Farm 
program last year. Sappi’s Maine Forestry team is very active 
in the program: John Starrett serves as county chair in both 
Androscoggin and Sagadahoc Counties; Paul Larrivee serves as 
the Cumberland County chair, and Julie Davenport is the chair 
for Lincoln County.

www.sappimeforestry.com
1-800-633-2091
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Sappi Supports Tree Farms

Featured Maine Mill
Sappi Somerset Woodyard

 In November 2017 the $25 million upgrade of the Somerset 
woodyard was completed, allowing the mill to modernize the 
wood debarking, chipping, and chip distribution systems. These 
new systems improve equipment reliability, reduce white wood 
loss, increase productivity and enhance pulping efficiency. 
 The overall quality of the chips being produced after these 
upgrades has significantly improved, with more uniform, 
longer, thinner chips being produced at a higher overall yield. 
The new chips have resulted in better liquor penetration in the 
digester, improved productivity and reduced pulping costs.

 The investment, coupled with $60 million of capital 
improvements in equipment and environmental safeguards 
already installed at the mill since 2011, and the $165 million 
rebuild of Paper Machine 1, currently underway demonstrates 
Sappi’s commitment to both the Somerset mill and the 
community for the long haul.
 Asked what the changes mean for woodlot owners and 
logging contractors, Somerset Mill woodyard manager Alan 
Lepage replies, “What it means is we’ll be around a long time 
buying your wood. It sets us up for the next 20 years.”

The new debarking drum at Sappi’s Somerset Mill

The American chestnut tree once dominated the eastern half of the U.S. from the deep south to 
southern Maine, with an estimated 4 billion trees. Around 1900 the chestnut blight fungus was 
accidentally introduced, decimating the population so that by 1950 only several thousand trees 
remained. There are now an estimated 200 American chestnut trees in Maine. American Chestnut with opening 

burr and nuts

A 115-foot tall American Chestnut tree in 
Lovell, ME was reported in 2015 to be the  
tallest in North America. The American 
Chestnut Foundation is working to restore the 
species to our eastern forests, including Maine.

American Chestnut leaves 
and unopened burrs

Sappi was the largest contributor to the 
Maine Tree Farm program last year.

tree facts: American Chestnut

The new debarking drum is 18.3 feet in diameter, and 125 feet in length. Andritz, an 
Austrian firm specializing in pulping technology, shipped the drum from Scandinavia 
to Skowhegan, where sections were welded in place so that it is now one piece.

The new wood room, nearing completion in November 2017.

The new wood room is designed to process 2.1 million tons of wood per year, a 15% increase. 
At the time this article was written the wood room had already set a record, processing 6,639 

tons in 24 hours.


